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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
SUBJECT* H Co waftnia t Party Capabilities Under Wart line Conditions” 

HHHNHMI 25X1 A2g 


1, Subject report is a useful ctocument clearly based on 
sound factual Information. Among other things it reveals the 
jraos in our knowledge of Communist capabilities in certain coun- 
tries and areas. It is believed that similar surveys on other 
geographical areas, particularly on strategically important areas, 
would serve good purpose. 


2, With regard to the present report, it is felt that in 
dealing with the African regime »o:re account might have been 
ta ken of the role of nationalist movements which are being 
currently exploited by the Communists. The wmaMng * ntei ?st 
the USSR in derying African resources to the West wili probably 
lead to increasing attempts at Comsunist infiltration and control 
of local nationalist movements. 


3, It is suggested teat in fhtare reports of this type tee 
following additional aspects should be considered* 

(a) information about whatever is known concerning 
existing connections between Communist groups 
and USSR or Satellite missions or agents* 

(b) an estimate of area capabilities, since Commnist 
capabilities in one country present only part of 
the picture. This is particularly so in the 
Middle East where a combination of Communist groups 
from tee various Arab states might well change 

cur evaluation of Conmsinlst potentialities when 
compared with those in individual countries. 


WILLIAM L. LARGER 
Assistant Director 
Rational Estimates 
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:e Memorandum • united states government 


25X1 A9a 


TO : Acting Chief, Estimates Staff 

^^^^j^^^diant Director, 0/NE 

FROM 


DATE: 10 May 1951 


subject: Comment on SO study on Communist Party Capabilities under 

War Time Conditions 


1, This is a worth while report. It would indeed be useful 
to initiate surveys on other geographical areas, particularly 
those in strategically important :areas, 

2, The report has also a negative usefulness in that it shows 
the gaps in our knowledge of Communist capabilities in certain 
countries and areas, and there are considerable gaps. 

3. The factual information in the report is sound. Only in 
the African area this reviewer feels that reference should have 
been made to the role of nationalist movements which are being 
exploited by Communists. There is perhaps too much optimism 
because Communist Party strength in Africa seems negligible. 
Inroads have been made, however; and the mounting interest of 
the USSR in denying Africa’s resources to the West will no doubt 
lead to increasingly strong attempts at infiltration. 

4. It is suggested that in future reports of this type the 
following additional aspects be discussed: 

(a) information about whatever is known concerning 
existing connections between Communist groups and USSR or 
Satellite missions or agents; 

(b) an estimate of area capabilities, since Communist 
capabilities in one country present only part of the picture. 
This is particularly so in the Middle East where a combina- 
tion of Communist groups from the various Arab states might 
well change our evaluation of Communist potentialities when 
compared with those in individual countries* 


25X1 A9a 
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f0t A MiiafcMt mmter for (eordlmtle® 

Aadotmt 3&r«ctor far Current- Tntilllfnrn 
Sfea Aasiotssot Streeter far H<ijxsrta erad Raaawrtsfe 
Unet^r f&r Mtlmal SstfaaKtos / 

As® ietant Director far Cooc«tituifioa 

fiw«i fh» Mmtafamt Director for Cpero tiota* 

SUBJBCT* *CeaaMnlot Party CafwtdllUoii Sfe&ar Wsrtioe CcmdAUoas* 


1* Tim 

CecritttaaNP, 
■ -■- * 

{9tXwC!$ : €^Q9!QR3 BbQPv-m 


w €oessa*lfit F5ipiy Cepa&IIltSkw Zka&esc Mortise 
Aw iw inttmmfoim,. imtltmtlm 


2* 31* paper! teas \*m m$pll®4 im epi a r to safe* *r«ai*fal* 
w ofr»tarioplnleBa oaf aritekte# of pmMd offiolala 

aed ls*a«U«pfcfcN> nitet, ob the ...vuhjoct of ». 
«w «apaM3ittaMi of Ctmoai&t yertAoe. 

3, It till to *ppar*olate«3 if ea lodla&tiefl eeold t» ci*«a to tMa 
****** c oftcarolag the w o ft Og o rs of the report, sad also wither similar 
sur T*?f ** •®* r ueeCrtpMatii, m?em or# dtelred* Sagpmtla— «iet rtna 
partl^J^ #s?*rt# er priorities to be emeM ered ia ftrtar. 
••pert# «iU be gratoffeUy recad^ 


4» If ttw## i* irafftotawt latere#!, urn attempt t yfi ; t* aado to 
aatpaod this oortoti of report#* Aa forty raply is reapeetMS, 

25X1 A2g 
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